
THE

LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES.

ACTS OF THE FIKST CONGRESS

U N I T E D STATES,
Passed at thejirst session, which was begun and held at the City of New

York on Wednesday, March 4, 1789, and continued to September ^9,
1789.

GEORGE WASHINGTON, President, JOHN ADAMS, Vice President of the
United States, and President of the Senate, FREDERICK AUGUSTUS
MUHLENBERG, Speaker of the House of Representatives.

STATUTE I.

CHAPTER I.—An fid to regulate the Time and Manner of administering certain
Oaths.

SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and [House of] Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the oath or
affirmation required by the sixth article of the Constitution of the United
States, shall be administered in the form following, to wit: " I, A. B.
do solemnly swear or affirm (as the case may be) that I will support the
Constitution of the United States." The said oath or affirmation shall
be administered within three days after the passing of this act, by any one
member of the Senate, to the President of the Senate, and by him to
all the members and to the secretary ; and by the Speaker of the House
of Representatives, to all the members who have not taken a similar
oath, by virtue of a particular resolution of the said House, and to the
clerk : and in case of the absence of any member from the service of
either House, at the time prescribed for taking the said oath or affirma-
tion, the same shall be administered to such member, when he shall
appear to take his seat.

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That at the first session of Con-
gress after every general election of Representatives, the oath or affir-
mation aforesaid, shall be administered by any one member of the House
of Representatives to the Speaker; and by him to all the members pre-
sent, and to the clerk, previous to entering on any other business; and
to the members who shall afterwards appear, previous to taking their
seats. The President of the Senate for the time being, shall also ad-
minister the said oath or affirmation to each Senator who shall hereafter
be elected, previous to his taking his seat: and in any future case of a
President of the Senate, who shall not have taken the said oath or affir-
mation, the same shall be administered to him by any one of the mem-
bers of the Senate.

SEC. 3. And be it further cnarted, That the members of the several
State legislatures, at the next sessions of the said legislatures, respec-
tively, and all executive and judicial officers of the several States, who
have been heretofore chosen or appointed, or who shall be chosen or
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appointed before the first day of August next, and who shall then be in
office, shall,' within one month thereafter, take the same oath or affirma-
tion, except where they shall have taken it before; which may be admin-
istered by any person authorized by the law of the State, in which such
office shall be holden, to administer oaths. And the members of the
several State legislatures, and all executive and judicial officers of the
several States, who shall be chosen or appointed after the said first day
of August, shall, before they proceed to execute the duties of their re-
spective offices, take the foregoing oath or affirmation, which shall be
administered by the person or persons, who by the law of the State shall
be authorized to administer the oath of office; and the person or persons
so administering the oath hereby required to be taken, shall cause a re-
cord or certificate thereof to be made, in the same manner, as, by the law
of the State, he or they shall be directed to record or certify the oath of
office.

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That all officers appointed, or
hereafter to be appointed under the authority of the United States, shall,
before they act in their respective offices, take the same oath or affirma-
tion, which shall be administered by the person or persons who shall be
authorized by law to administer to such officers their respective oaths of
office; and such officers shall incur the same penalties in case of failure,
as shall be imposed by law in case of failure in taking their respective
oaths of office.

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That the secretary of the Senate,
and the clerk of the House of Representatives for the time being, shall,
at the time of taking the oath or affirmation aforesaid, each take an oath
or affirmation in the words following, to wit: "I, A. B. secretary of the
Senate, or clerk of the House of Representatives (as the case may be)
of the United States of America, do solemnly swear or affirm, that I
will truly and faithfully discharge the duties of my said office, to the best
of my knowledge and abilities."

APPROVED, June 1, 1789.

STATUTE I.

July 4, 1789. CHAP. II.—An Ml for laying a Duty on Goods, Wares, and Merchandises imported
into the United States.!a)

[Repealed.]
SEC. 1. Whereas it is necessary for the support of government, for

the discharge of the debts of the United States-, and the encouragement
and protection of manufactures, that duties til: laid on goods, wares and
merchandises imported: (ft)

Act of August Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
10,1790, ch. 39, United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after
sec. 1 and 2. ^jlg grst ^y Qf August nexj ensuing, the several duties hereinafter-men-

tioned shall be laid on the following goods, wares and merchandises im-
ported into the United States from any foreign port or place, that is to say:

(a) Duty Acts. Act of July 4, 1789, chap. 2 ; act of August 4, 1790, chap. 35 ; act of June 5. 1794,
chap. 51 ; act of January 29, 1795, chap. 17; act of March 3, 1797, chap. 10; act of May 13, 1800,
chap. 66; act of March 27, 1804, chap. 57 ; act of June 7, 1794, chap. 51; act of January 29, 1795,
chap. 17 ; act of March 27, 1804. chap. 46 ; act of July 8, 1797, chap. 15 ; act of May 7, 1800, chap. 43 ;
act of March 27, 1804, chap. 57'; act of July 1, 1812, chap, 112 ; act of February 25, 1813, chap. 30;
act of August 2, 1813, chap. 38 ; act of April 27, 1816, chap. 107; act of January 14, 1817, chap. 3;
act of April 20, 1818, chap. 107 ; act of April 20, 1818, chap. 98 ; act of May 21, 1824, chap. 136 j act
of May 19, 1828, chap. 55; act of May 24, 1828, chap. 103; act of May 28, 1830, chap. 147; act of July
14, 1832, chap. 227; act of March 2, 1833, chap. 62 ; act of September 11, 1841, chap. 24; act of
August 30, 1842, chap. 270.

(&} The powers of Congress to levy and collect taxes, duties, exposts and excises, is co-extensive with
the United Staies. Loughborough v". Blake, 5 Wheat. 317; 4 Cond. Rep. 660,


