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vegsel be built within the said States, end belong to a citizen or citizens
thereof, shall, on each entry, pay filty cents per ton.
mct o com- Sgo, 4. And be it further enacted, That this act shall commence
16,1789, = and be in force from and afier the filteenth day of August next,

Areroven, July 20, 1780,

BraToTE L

July 27,1789,  Cnap, IV.—dn Aof for esfablishing an Executirve Deparfmén't, to be denowmi-
nafed the Department of Fureign dffuirs.(2)

Altered by act Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represento.

‘l’;,si‘.’:,‘;:‘:‘:ge‘l' s, fives of the United States of Americe tn Congress assembled, That there
see. 1. shall be an Executive department, to be denominated the Department of

{®) Before the adoption of the Constitution of the United States the following resolution was adopted :

Resolved, That the Department of Foreign Aflairs be under the dircction of sech officer as the Uni.
‘ted States, in Congrees assembled, have already for that purpose appointed, ot shall hereafter appoint,
who shall be styled, « Secretary to the United States of America for the Department of Foreign Affajre ;»
shzll reside where Congress or a committes of the Btates shall =it, and held his office daring the plea.
sure of Congress,

That the books, records, and other papers of the United Btates, that relale to this department, be
committed to his custody, to which, end ail other papers of his office, any member of Congress shall
have access: Provided, Thot no copy shall be taken of malters of a secret nature, without the specia]
ieave of Congress.

That the correspondence and communications with the rministers, consuls and zgents of the United
States, in foreign countries, and with the ministers and other officers of foreign powers with Congress,
be casried on throuih the office of foreign afirirs by the said Secretary, who js also empowered o cot.
respond with all other persons from whom he may expect to receive uszefi) information relative to hie
departinent: Provided always, That letters to the ministers of the United States, or ministers of foreign
powers, which have a direct reference to treaties or conventigns propesed to be entered inte, or instruc.
tions refative therete, or other great national subjects, shall be submitted to the inspeclion, and receive
the approbation of Congress before they ehall be transmitted,

That the Secretary for the Department of Foreiga Affairs correspond with the Governors or Presidents
of all or any of the United Bratea, affording them such information from his department as may he useful
to their States or to the United States, stoting complaints that may have been urged against the govern.
ment of any of the said States, or the eubjects thereof, by the subjects of foreign powers, so that justice
may be done agreezbly to the lawe of such State, or the charge proved to be groundless, and the honour
of the goverament vindicatod,

He shall receive the applications of all foreigners relutive 1o his department, which are designed to
be submitled to Congress, and advise the mode in which the memorials and evidence shall be atated in
order to afford Congress the most comprehensive view of the subject; and if he conceives it necessary,
ace y such jal with his repori thereon ; he Taay comcert measures with the ministers or oﬁ%'.
cers ot foreign powers, smicably to procure the redreas of private injuries, which any citizen of the
United States may have received from a foreign power or the subjects thereof, making minuies of al} hig
rransnctony relative thereto, and entering the letters at large whick have passed on suéh eteasions.

He shall report on all cases expressty referred to him for that purpose by Congress, and.on all others
touching his J)epnn.ment, in which he may conceive it neceesary.

And that he may acquire that intimate knowledge of the sentiments of Congress, which is necessary
for hie direction, be mey at all times attend upon Congress, and shell particularty atiend when sum.
moned or ordered by the President.

" He may give information to Congress respecting his department, exE[ain and angwer objections to his
reporia, when under consideration, if required by a membert, and no objection be made by Cangresa; he
shall answer to such inquiries vespecting his depariment as may be pot from the chair by order of Con.
gress, and to questions stated in writing about matters of fact which lie withia his knowledge, wher put
by the President at the requiest of a member, and not di:;gproved of by Congresa; the anawers to snch
questions may, at the option of the Secretary, be delivered by him in writing. .

He shall have free access to the papers and recerds of the United States, in the custody of their Bec-
retary, ot in the offices of finance 2and war, or elsewhere; he may be furnished with copies, or take ex.
tracts therefrom, when he shall find it neceeary. :

He shall uee means to obtain from the ministers and agents of the said Unjted States in foreign coun-
tries, ao abatract of their present state, their commerce, finances, naval and military strength, and the
characters of sovereigns and ministers, and every other political information which may be useful o the
United States,

All letters to sovereign powera, lettera of credence, plans of treaties, conventions, manifestoes, In-
struciions, passperts, eafe ducts, and other acts of Congress relative to the department of foreign
affairs, when the aubstance thereof shzll have been previously agreed to in Congrese, shall be reduced
to form in the office of foreign affairs, and submitteg to the opinion of Congress, and when passed,
signed and attested, sent to the office of foreign affaire to be countersigned an forwarded.

IF an original paper is of such x nature as cannot be eefely Uansmitted without cyphers, a copy in
cyphere, signed by the Secretary for the department of foreign affairs, shall be considered as authentic,
and the ministers of the United States at foreign courts may govern themselves thereby, in the like man-
ner as if the originals had been transmitted.

. And for the belter execution of the duties hereby assigned him, he is antherized 10 appoint o secre-
tary, and one, or, if necossary, more clerks, lo assist him in the husinees of his affice.
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Foreign Affairs, and thet there shall be & principal officer therein, to be
called the Secretary for the Department of Foreign Affairs, who shall
perform and execute such duties as shall from time to time be enjoined
on or intrusted to him hy the President of the United States, agreeable
to the Constitution, relative to correspondences, comrniesions or instruce
tions to or with public ministers or consuls, from the United States, or
to negotiations with public ministers from foreign states or princes, or
to memorials or other appiications [rom foreign public ministers or other
foreigners, or to such other matters respecting foreign affairs, as the
President of the United States shall assign to the said depertment ; and
farthermore, that the said priocipal officer shall conduct the . husiness
of the said departroent in such manner as the President of the United
ftates shall from time to time order or instruct.

Sec. 2. And be i further enacted,- That there shall be in ithe said
department, en inferior officer, to be appointed by the said prineipal
officer, and to be employed therein as he shall deem proper, and to he
oalled the chief Clerk in the Department of Foreign Affairs, and who,
whenever the said principal officer shall be removed from office by the
President of the United Siates, or in any other case of vacancy, shall
during such vacancy have the charge and custody of all records, books
and papers apperiaining to the said depariment.

Sec. 8. And be it further enacied, That the said priocipal officer,
and every other person to be appointed or employed in the said depart-
ment, shall, before he enters on the execuntion of his office or employ-
ment, take an oath or affirmation, well and faithfully to execute the truse
committed to him. :

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Becretary for the De-
pertment of Foreign Affairs, to be appointed in consequence of this
act, shal! forthwith after his appoiniment, be entitled to have the cus-
tody end charge of all records, books and papers io the office of Secre-
tary for the Department of Foreign Affairs, heretofore established. by
the United States in Congrese assemhled, -

Arprovep, July 27, 1780,

CHap. Y.—dn Al o wgulale the Collection of the Dultes imposed by lnio on
the Iomnage of whips or vessels, and on goods, wares and merchandises imported
into the Tnited States.

Secton 1. Be it enacted by the Senate ond House of Representa-
tives of the United Statés of America in Congress assembled, That for
the due eollection of the duties imposed by law on the tommage of ships
and vessels, and on goods, wares and merchandises imnported into the
United States, there shall be established and sppointed, districts, ports,
and officers, in manner foliowing, to wit:

The State of New Hampshire shall be one district, to inclde the
town of Portamouth as the sole port of entry; and the towns of New-
castle, Dover and Exeter, as ports of delivery only; but all ships or
vessels bound to or from either of the said porte of delivery, shall first
come to, enter and clear at Portsmouth; and a naval officer, collector
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Resolped, That the salaries annexed to this department be as followa:

To the Secretary of the United States for the Department of Foreign Afairs, the sam of four thou-

sand dollars per annum, exclusive of ofice exp s ko oo
To the secretary, ohe thonsand dollarg per annam.
To the clarks, each, five hundred dallars per aonum.

from the firet day of Ociober last.

Resolved, That the Becretary for the Department of Foreign Affairs, and each of' the persons emploved

ander him, shall take an oath before a judge of the Biale where Congress shall sit, for the fai

ul dis-

chatge of their respective trusts, and an oath of fidelity to the United Siates, before Lhey enter upon

office. _
By an act passed 8

mber t5, 1789, chap, 14, the Ezecutive department denominated the De.

partment of Fore'gn ARairs, was declared 1o be, thereafler, denominated the Department of State.
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